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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Council  meeting of the Devonport City Council 

will be held in  the  Aberdeen Room , Level 2, paranaple centre, 137 Rooke Street, 

Devonport  on Monday 26 May 2025 , commencing at 5:30 PM. 

 

The meeting will be open to the public and live streamed from 5:30 PM on Councilõs 

YouTube channel . 

 

QUALIFIED PERSONS 

 

In accordance with section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993 , I confirm that the 

reports in this agenda contain advice, information and recommendations given by a 

person who has the qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, 

information or recommendation.  

 

Matthew Atkins  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

21 05 2025 

 

 
June 202 5 

Meeting  Date  Commencement Time  

PAC Meeting  2 June 2025  5:15PM 

Ordinary Council  23 June 2025  5:30PM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/devonportcitycouncil
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1 ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Devonport City Council acknowledges and pays respect to the palawa -pakana people 

as the traditional and original owners of lutrawita and continuing custodians of this land on 

which we gather.   

We also acknowledge and pay our respects to the Tasmanian Aboriginal elders past and 

present.  

IN ATTENDANCE 

All persons in attendance are advised that it is Council policy to record Council Meetings, 

in accordance with Councilõs Digital Recording Policy. The digital recording of this 

meeting will be made available to the public on Councilõs website for a minimum period 

of six months.  The meeting will also be live streamed on Councilõs YouTube channel. 

ATTENDEES 

 Apology  

Chair  Cr A Jarman  (Mayor)   

 Cr S Sheehan (Deputy Mayor)   

 Cr G Enniss 
 

 Cr P Hollister  

 Cr S Martin  
 Cr A Moore   
 Cr L Murphy  

 

 Cr D Viney   

 Cr J Wilczynski  

 

LEGISLATIVE TERMINOLOGY - GENERAL MANAGER 

At the Devonport City Council, the title Chief Executive Officer is a term of reference for 

the General Manager as appointed by Council pursuant to section 61 of the Local 

Government Act 1993  (Tas). For the avoidance of doubt, Chief Executive Officer means 

General Manager for the purposes of the Local Government Act 1993  (Tas) and all other 

legislation administered by or concerning Council.  

 

 

 
 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
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3 PROCEDURAL 

 

3.1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 28 April 2025 as previously circulated be 

confirmed.  

 

 

3.2 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Members of the public are invited to ask questions in accordance with Councilõs Public 

Question Time Policy (Min No  24/ 222 refers):  

1. Public participation shall take place at Council meetings in accordance with 

Regulation 31 of the  Local Government ( Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.   

2. Public participation will be the first agenda item following the formal motions:   

Apologies, Minutes and Declarations of Interest.   

3. Questions without notice will be dependent on available time at the meeting (with 

a period of 30 minutes set aside at each meeting).   

4. A member of the public who wishes to ask a question at the meeting is to state their 

name and address prior to asking their question.   

5. A maximum of  3 questions per person are permitted.   

6. A maximum period of  5 minutes will be allowed per person.   

7. Questions are to be succinct and not contain lengthy preamble.   

8. To allow opportunity, where necessary to research answers and limit questions 

taken on notice, a copy of any questions without notice, where possible, are to be 

provided by email or in person to Council by 12 noon on the day of the meeting.   

9. A question by any member of the public and an answer to that question are not to 

be debated.   

10. Questions without notice and their answers will be recorded in the minutes.   

11. The Chairperson may take a question on notice in cases where the questions raised 

at the meeting require further research or clarification, or where a written response 

is specifically requested.   

12. Protection of parliamentary privilege does not apply to local government and any 

statements or discussion in the Council Chambers, or any document produced, are 

subject to the laws of defamation.   

13. The Chairperson may refuse to accept a question.   If the Chairperson refuses to 

accept a question, the Chairperson is to give reason for doing so in accordance 

with the Public Question Time Policy.  
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3.2.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED AT PRIOR MEETINGS 

 
Nil 
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3.2.2 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
  

Author:  Matthew Atkins, Chief Executive Officer  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council in relation to the correspondence received from Petra Wilden  and endorse 

the responses proposed and authorise their release.  

 

PETRA WILDEN, 17 FOREST HEIGHTS DRIVE, TUGRAH 

A letter containing  questions on notice received from  Petra Wilden  on 18 May 2025  is 

reproduced as Attachment 1 . 

Unfortunately I havenõt received many satisfying answers to my questions, last month's 

meeting was one of those occasions, so Iõm going to ask them again and hope for a more 

thorough response that shows Councilõs thoughts when making important monetary 

decisions.   

Q1 Unfortunately the Council has already agreed to give the commercial enterprise 

ôThe Devonport Country Clubõ $95,000 for a National bowl event. The public and 

myself, still, would like to know why the Council agreed to increase the sponsor 

money from $75,000 at last yearõs November meeting (which already felt too much 

for most Councillors as this would be on top of a $200,000 grant already awarded by 

Events Tasmania) to $95,000? Why did the Council think this was needed? Please 

explain in some detail where this $295,000 will be spent on, as Iõm sure Council would 

have wanted to know this too before offering this big amount of money ? 

Response  

The sponsorship increase from $75,000 to $95,000 was determined after thorough 

consideration of the event's projected impact on the community and local economy. The 

additional funds are allocated to ensur e the successful execution of the National Bowl s 

event, covering operational costs, marketing initiatives, and infrastructure improvements.  

The Council believes that this investment, alongside the $200,000 grant from Events 

Tasmania, will maximize the event's potential to attract visitors, bolster tourism revenue, 

and stimulate local businesses, thus providing long -term economic benefits for Devonport.  

 

Q2 Can Council please explain why they think this decision was accountable, ethical 

and of good judgement?   

Response  

The Council  believes  the sponsorship allocation was the correct decision given it will 

benefit t he City as outlined in t he  response to Question 1.  

 

Preamble  

At the March meeting the Council approved a second soccer grandstand, estimated to 

cost $1.5 million. This is on top of the almost finished first grandstand which has a price tag 

of 6 million and the site now includes around 4000 seats, change rooms, a gym and public 

toilet facilities.  

Amazing for a small town like Devonport, this is on top of the many millions going to be 

spent at the Devonport Sports Precinct.   
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Q3 Why isnõt this almost finished grandstand not enough? (This grandstand on its own 

might hardly ever get completely filled. How is building another grandstand cost 

effective, beneficial, ethical and good judgement in a smaller city such as 

Devonport especially if you consider many other major issues plaguing our society 

right now?) Please explain . 

Response  

At its March meeting , Council, in its role as a Planning Authority was considering a 

Development Application by the Devonport Strikers Football Club for  a second 

grandstand  at Valley Road . The application met the  requirements of  the planning scheme 

and was therefore approved.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Questions on Notice from the Public - Petra Wilden [ 3.2.2.1 - 2 pages]  
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3.2.3 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 
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3.3 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

 
At the time of compilation of the agenda, no questions had been received from 

Councillors.  
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3.4 NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
Nil 

 

 

4 PLANNING AUTHORITY MATTERS 

 

The Mayor will now announce that Council intends to act as a Planning Authority under the 

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993  for the consideration of all reports under 

Agenda Section  4. 

Council is required by Regulation 8(3) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 

Regulations 2015  to deal with items as a Planning Authority under the LUPA A 1993 in a 

sequential manner.  

Reports listed under Agenda Section 4 are to be dealt with at the meeting of Council in its 

capacity as a Planning Authority.  
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4.1 PA2025.0015 - 16, 18 & 20 EDWARD STREET, DEVONPORT - 

CONSOLIDATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF A MIXED-USE, MULTI-

STOREY BUILDING FOR RETAIL AND RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS 

 
 

Author:  Alex Mountney, Planning & Regulatory Coordinator  

Endorser: Karen Stone, Development Services Manager  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Planning Authority, pursuant to the provisions of the Tasmanian  Planning Schem e 

ð Devonport  2020 and section  57 of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 , 

approve application PA2025.0015 and grant a Permit to use and develop land identified 

as 16, 18 & 20 Edward Street, Devonport  for the following purposes:  

¶ Subdivision (consolidation of 3 lots) and construction of a mixed -use, multi -storey 

building for retail and residential apartments  

Subject to the following conditions:  

Planning Conditions  

1. The Use and Development is to proceed generally in accordance with the submitted 

plans referenced as project: Edward Apartments  (Drawing no 2416-A01-A12), print 

date 2/4 /2025  by Licht. Architecture , a  copy of which is attached and endorsed as 

documents forming part of this Planning Permit.  

2. Prior to lodging any building or plumbing permit applications under the Building Act 

2016 with Councilõs Permit Authority, all titles relevant to the development site must 

be consolidated  and registered  with the Recorder of Titles . 

Infrastructure Conditions  

Stormwater Management   

1. Stormwater discharge from the development is to be hydraulically detailed and 

designed by a suitably qualified hydraulic engineer, for all storm events up to and 

including a 5% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), and for a suitable range of 

storm durations to identify peak discharge flows. As part of the design the hydraulic 

engineer is to limit stormwater discharge from the proposed development, by utilising 

a combination of pipe sizing and/or on -site detention, to that equivalent to 70% of 

the development site being impervious or the site to its pre -developed condition. 

There is to be no uncontrolled overland flow discharge from the proposed 

development to any of the adjoining properties, for all the storm events up to and 

including a 1% AEP. All design calculations and plans are to be submitted for 

approval by Councilõs Infrastructure Manager, prior to lodgement of any subsequent 

Building or Plumbing applications, and shall also address the following:  

a.  The development is to have a suitably sized stormwater connection or 

discharge point in accordance with the Tasmanian Standard Drawings. The size 

and location of the connection/ discharge point is to be designed and 

detailed on the plan.   

b.  Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) may be considered as part of the 

hydraulic design and for managing development on -site flows.   
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c.  All building floor levels, along with driveway and car parking areas are 

designed to suitable levels to ensure that stormwater run -off can be drained at 

suitable gradients to the connection/discharge point.   

Road Frontage  & Parking Design   

2. The street frontage is to be constructed with the following features:   

a.  A new driveway is to be constructed generally in accordance with the 

Tasmanian Standard Drawing TSD -R09 to a suitable width for the development 

traffic. The existing redundant driveway is to be removed and reinstated as kerb 

and footpath to match the adjacent streetscape .  

b.  The proposed awning along the Edward Street frontage that is within the road 

reservation, shall be appropriately detailed on the design plans and will be 

subject to a obtaining a licence agreement with Council prior to construction.   

3. Development on -site parking and circulation is to be designed and constructed in 

accordance with AS/NZS 2890.1 Parking Facilities - Off -Street Car Parking  and AS/NZS 

2890.6 Parking facilities - Off -Street Parking for People with Disabilities . Visitor parking is 

to be appropriately line marked and signed. ôNo parkingõ areas should be defined 

with line marking or signage to ensure driveway and Unit access areas are clear for 

vehicle manoeuvrability.   

4. Waste management collection shall be appropriately provided for along with details 

of the waste truck collection point/s and types of bin service proposed for the 

development.  

Road & Stormwater Construction Works   

5. The Developer is to provide detailed design plans prepared by a suitably qualified 

engineer detailing road and stormwater design in accordance with current 

Tasmanian Standard Drawings and Subdivisional Guidelines. The plans are to 

demonstrate:   

a.  removal of any redundant infrastructure;   

b.  appropriate road, kerb & channel and footpath alignments and longitudinal 

and cross -sectional grades; and   

c.  stormwater pipe alignments and grades, pit locations and adequate drainage 

of the proposed building envelope.   

6. The Developer must, prior to commencement of works on site, submit the 

construction issue drawings to Councilõs Infrastructure Department for approval. Fees 

associated with this assessment will be in accordance with Council's current fee 

structure and all civil works associated with the development will be subject to 

scheduled inspections by Council Officers.   

7. In accordance with the Tasmanian Subdivision Guidelines the developer is to 

appoint a supervising engineer to arrange for joint audit inspections and to certify 

the works at practical completion.   

8. A permit to work within the road reserve must be sought and granted prior to any 

works being undertaken within the road reserve, and shall include the nominated 

contractor undertaking the work, insurances, construction staging and temporary 

traffic management provisions.   

9. The Developer is to provide CCTV camera footage and condition report to WSA05 -

2013 v 3.1 standard, for all stormwater mains to be handed over to Council, for 

approval by the Infrastructure Department.   
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10. Erosion and sediment control measures are to be implemented and maintained 

during the development to minimise downstream sediment transfer, particularly with 

respect to the stormwater pits, inlets, and the disturbed ground, to the satisfaction of 

Council.   

11. The Developer is to acknowledge that at satisfactory completion of the works, all 

infrastructure intended to become a Council asset will be subject to a minimum 12 -

month defect liability period and that there will be a bond charged to govern this 

period in accordance with Council's Subdivision Maintenance Bond Policy.   

12. The Developer is to provide As Constructed Plans in an electronic format (PDF and 

DWG) at the completion of the works and prior to issue of the Practical Completion 

Certificate. The As Constructed Plans shall detail final road/kerb/footpath 

alignments, stormwater assets, invert levels and finished surface levels.   

13. The Developer is to be responsible for making good and/or cleaning any footpaths, 

road surfaces or other elements damaged or soiled because of the project. All 

reinstatement shall be completed prior to final completion.   

TasWater Condition  

14. The developer is to comply with the conditions specified in the Submission to 

Planning Authority Notice which TasWater has required to be included in the 

planning permit pursuant to section 56P(1) of the Water and Sewerage Industry Act 

2008. A copy of this notice is attached .  

Note: The following is provided for information purposes.  

The development is to comply with the requirements of the current National Construction 

Code. The developer is to obtain the necessary building and plumbing approvals and 

provide the required notifications in accordance with the Building Act 2016  prior to 

commencing building or plumbing work . 

The site is located within the Devonport Central Business District (CBD), where a mix of 

commercial and residential uses is actively encouraged. The developer should be aware 

that the CBD environment may result in elevated ambient noise levels, particularly from 

traffic, late -night activity, and commercial operations.  

To ensure a high standard of residential amenity, it is recommended the development 

incorporate appropriate noise attenuation measures in accordance with the National 

Construction Code (NCC), including  the following provisions : 

¶ Volume One ð Part F7: Sound Transmission and Insulation ; and  

¶ Volume Two ð Part H4: Health and Amenity .  

It is advise d that  the developer  engage a suitably qualified acoustic consultant during the 

further advancement of construction drawings to ensure compliance with NCC 

requirements and to support long -term residential amenity outcomes.  

TasNetworks has advised the Planning Authority that the proposed development is not 

likely to adversely affect TasNetworksõ operations. They recommend that the developer, or 

their nominated electrical consultant, submit an application via 

the  https://www.tasnetworks.com.au/connections  to establish an electricity supply 

connection for the development.  For further guidance on the requirements for 

connecting a development of this scale, the developer is encouraged to contact the 

Early Engagement team at  early.engagement@tasnetworks.com.au . 

Permitted h ours of demolition/c onstruction are : Monday to Friday Between 7am - 6pm, 

Saturday between 9am -6pm and Sunday and statutory holidays 10am - 6pm.  

https://www.tasnetworks.com.au/connections
mailto:early.engagement@tasnetworks.com.au
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During the construction or use of these facilities all measures are to be taken to prevent 

nuisance. Air, noise and water pollution matters are subject to provisions of the Building 

Regulations 2016  or the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 . 

In regard to condition 16 the applicant should contact TasWater ð Ph 136992 with any 

enquiries.  

In regard to conditions 3-15 the applicant should contact Councilõs Infrastructure & Works 

Department ð Ph 6424 0511 with any enquiries.  

Enquiries regarding Planning Conditions and general notes can be directed to Councilõs 

Development Services Department ð Ph 6424 0511. 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

2.1    Council's Planning Scheme facilitates appropriate property use and development  

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to enable Council, acting as a Planning Authority to make a 

decision regarding planning application PA2025.0015.  

BACKGROUND 

SITE DESCRIPTION  
The subject site comprises three separate properties, each with its own Certificate of Title:  

¶ 16 Edward Street (CT 59910/18)  

¶ 18 Edward Street (CT 59910/29)  

¶ 20 Edward Street (CT 59910/20)  

A copy of each title is provided in Figure 1. The combined site area is approximately 

1,330m² with the site  currently operat ing  as a pay and display carpark. While the adjoining 

land parcel to the immediate south also functions as part of the carpark it is not included 

in this application.  

The site has dual road frontages  - Edward Street to the west and Rooke Lane to the east. It 

adjoins a commercial office building to the north and is surrounded by a mix of land uses, 

including retail shops,  residential , offices, a church, and a hotel.  

Figure 2 is a recent image of the site looking east from Edward Street.  

Planning Instrument:  Tasmanian Planning Scheme ð Devonport 2020  

Address:  16, 18 & 20 Edward Street, Devonport  

Applicant:  SITNB Unit Trust 

Owner:  Devonport City Council  

Proposal:  Subdivision (consolidation of 3 lots) and construction of a 

mixed -use, multi -storey building for retail and residential 

apartments  

Existing Use: Vehicle Parking  

Zoning:  Central Business  

Decision Due:  Decision due 20/05/2025 . Extension of time granted by the 

applicant until 27/05/2025.  
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Figure 1 ð Aerial image of site and overlay of property address and title information (6ty o, 2024) 

 

  Figure 2 ð Image of site looking east from Edward Street  (DCC, 2025)  

APPLICATION DETAILS 
The applicant õs supporting planning report by 6tyo has provided the following overview of 

the development:  
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The application involves the development and use of a retail and residential 

apartment building on the site. The proposed building will comprise four levels which 

will combine for a maximum building height of 16.7m measured at the north -eastern 

corner of the building.  

The ground floor will effectively be constructed to the Edward Street and Rooke Lane 

frontages. It will comprise 7 retail tenancies which will face and be accessed directly 

from the Edward Street footpath. The tenancies will have the following gross floor 

areas:  

¶ Tenancy 1: 12.5m2  

¶ Tenancy 2: 18.5m2  

¶ Tenancy 3: 21m2  

¶ Tenancy 4: 21m2  

¶ Tenancy 5: 30m2  

¶ Tenancy 6: 30m2  

¶ Tenancy 7: 54m2  

Tenancy 7 will be provided access to an internal passage that provides access to 

two toilets and a storage room which will be positioned behind Tenancy 6. Tenancy 

7 will be provided with pedestrian access from Edward Street and a laneway to the 

north. A corridor of 14 storage lockers will be positioned within a passage to the rear 

of Tenancies 1 to 5. The storage locker corridor will connect to the internal passage 

to the rear of Tenancy 6. Bike storage will be located at the northern end of the 

storage locker corridor.  

Vehicular access will be provided at the southern end of the Edward Street frontage 

of the site where it will provide access to 16 car parking spaces including one 

accessible parking space. The apartment lobby will be located at the northern end 

of the ground floor in a central location. It will include a stair core and lift shaft. A 

waste storage room and plant room will be located adjacent to the lobby. A second 

flight of stairs will be located at the southern end of the building.  

Pedestrian access will be provided along the northern side of the building via a 

laneway which will connect Edward Street and Rooke Lane. The laneway will be the 

primary access to the apartment lobby. Landscaping beds will be located along the 

Edward Street façade and northern laneway.  

The first, second and third floors located above the ground floor will accommodate 

a total of 35 residential apartments. The floor plan of each level will comprise two 

apartment wings which will be located on the eastern and western sides of a central 

corridor that will contain the access foyer, walkway spines, secondary staircase and 

voids which will create light wells for adjacent habitable room windows.  

The third floor will comprise a communal private open space area which will adjoin 

the northern end of apartment 35 and will be accessed from the entry foyer (with 

apartments 30 and 35 being provided with direct access to the private open space). 

The private open space area will include a small greenhouse, open landscaping, 

outdoor dining and seating space, BBQ and kitchenette and a small bathroom. It will 

provide a supplementary area of private open space to the private balconies 

provided for each residential apartment.  

Three different apartment types are proposed. Type 01 and Type 02 will comprise 2 

bedrooms and Type 03 will comprise 1 bedroom. There will be 15 Type 01 

apartments, 14 Type 02 apartments and 6 Type 03 apartments. The configuration of 

each residential apartment is detailed in Table 3 below.  
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The external materials will be selected red brick, aluminium panels, precast concrete panels 

and vertical steel and wood battens along balconies and screens. Landscaping on the 

ground floor and within vertical positions within the centre corridor of the apartments levels 

will provide some softening of the building within the streetscape.  
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Other incidental development includes the consolidation of the three lots into a single lot and 

roof mounted solar panels. The proposed roof mounted solar panels are exempt from 

requiring a permit under the Scheme pursuant to clause 4.5.2.  

A copy of the site plan, west elevation, and a partial render of the Edward Street façade 

are shown below as Figures 3 ð5. A full copy of the application  - including the Planning 

Report (6ty o), Traffic Impact Assessment (Midson Traffic Pty Ltd), and design plans (Licht. 

Architecture)  - is appended as an attachment  to this report.  

 

Figure 3 - Site plan (Lic ht. Architecture, 2025)  

 

 

Figure 4 ð West elevation  (Licht. Architecture, 2025)  
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Figure 5 ð Partial render of proposal looking from Edward Street ( Licht. Architecture, 2025 ) 

PLANNING ISSUES 
The land is zoned Central Business under the Tasmanian  Planning Scheme  ð Devonport,  

2020. The purpose of the Central Business  is: 

16.1.1 To provide for the concentration of the higher order business, retail, 

administrative, professional, community, and entertainment functions within 

Tasmaniaõs primary centres.  

16.1.2 To provide for a type and scale of use and development supports and does 

not compromise or distort the activity centre hierarchy.  

16.1.3 To encourage activity at pedestrian levels with active frontages and shop 

windows offering interest and engagement to shoppers.  

16.1.4 To encourage Residential and Visitor Accommodation use above ground floor 

level if it supports the viability of the activity centre, and an active street frontage is 

maintained.  

A zoning map of the site and surrounding locality is reproduced below as Figure 6.  
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Figure 6 ð Zoning map of the site (outlined in yellow) and surrounding locality (6ty o, 2024) 

Two mapped  planning overlay s apply to the sit e.  

The first is the Airport Obstacle Limitation Area (AOLA) under the Safeguarding of Airports 

Code. The mapped AHD for the area is 100 metres. As the proposed development sits well 

below this  height  threshold  (16.7m proposed)  it is exempt from further assessment under 

the Code.  

The other mapped overlay affecting the site is the Parking Precinct Plan under the Parking 

and Sustainable Transport Code. This overlay applies to a significant portion of the 

Devonport CBD and is defined in the Code as:  

òa plan relating to on-site parking of cars and other vehicles within a defined area of 

land, shown on an overlay map in the relevant Local Provisions Schedule.ó 

The purpose of the Parking Precinct Plan is to reduce the provision of on -site parking within 

designated areas and to ensure that parking does not detract from the streetscape. As 

outlined in the supporting planning report by 6ty o, the proposed development satisfies the 

acceptable solution under this overlay, as the number of parking spaces provided is less 

than the existing on -site parking currently available.  

General Retail and Hire  

use of land for selling goods or services or  hiring goods. Examples include an adult 

sex product shop, amusement parlour, beauty salon, betting agency, bottle shop, 

cellar door sales, commercial art gallery, department store, hairdresser, market, 

primary produce sales, local shop, shop, shop front dry cleaner and supermarket.  

Residential  

use of land for self -contained or shared accommodation. Examples include a 

secondary residence, boarding house, communal residence, home -based business, 

home -based childcare , residential care facility, residential college, respite centre, 

assisted housing, retirement village and single or multiple dwellings.  

Specifically, the proposed use and development satisfies the shop and multiple dwelling 

sub-uses of the prescribed use c lasses. 
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The use of land for a shop is classified as ôNo Permit Required õ under the Use Table for the 

Central Business Zone  and  the use of land for residential apartments is classified as 

ôPermitted õ where the apartments are located above the ground floor of a building 

(excluding pedestrian and vehicle access points). In this case, all proposed residential 

apartments are located above the ground floor, thereby satisfying the Permitted  

qualification under the Zoneõs Use Table. 

The consolidation of the three lots into one does not require categorisation into a use 

class, as per the guidance provided in section 6.2.6 of the planning scheme.  

The Planning Report submitted by 6ty o provides a thorough assessment of the proposal 

against the relevant provisions of the planning scheme. This assessment has been 

reviewed and is supported by the Planning Authority.  

Where the acceptable solutions are met, they have been examined and are supported 

without the need for further comment. However, the proposal does not comply with five 

development standards, which must therefore be assessed against the corresponding 

performance criteria.  

Table 1 below outlines these standards and explains why the acceptable solutions are not 

satisfied.  

Development Standard  Acceptable Solution  Reason why the Acceptable 

Solution s cannot be met  

Central Business Zone - 16.4.2 

Setbacks - Performance 

Criteria P1  

Buildings must be:  

(a)  built to the frontage 

at ground level; or  

 

(b)  have a setback of 

not more or less than 

the maximum and 

minimum setbacks 

of the buildings on 

adjoining properties.  

 

 

 

 

The proposed building will 

have a minimum frontage 

setback from Edward Street 

of 0.22m measured at the 

front of the raised  

landscaping bed in front of 

Tenancy 07 with the northern 

column of the building at the 

north -eastern  corner of 

Tenancy 07 having a 

minimum frontage setback 

from Edward Street of 0.82m.  

The ground floor building 

columns  will be setback 1.5m 

from the Rooke Lane 

frontage.  

The adjoining lot to the south 

does not contain a building 

from which to derive a 

maximum or minimum 

building setback from. 

Accordingly, subclause A1(b) 

is unable to be met . 

Central Business Zone - 16.4.3 

Design - Performance Criteria 

P2  

 

Provide awnings over a 

public footpath if 

existing on the site or on 

adjoining properties.  

The adjoining building to the 

north contains an awning 

over the Edward Street 

footpath  and this proposal 

does not include provision of 

an awning.  
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Central Business Zone - 16.4.6 

Dwellings - Performance 

Criteria P1 and P2  

A dwelling wholly 

above ground floor 

level (all under this 

proposal) must be  

provided with a 

minimum of 8m 2 private 

open space.  

Each dwelling must be 

provided with a 

dedicated and secure 

storage space of not 

less than 6m³.  

Proposed apartments 14, 15, 

20, 21 and 23 will be provided 

with private open space of 

less than 8m 2. 

 

 

Only 14 of 35 residential 

apartments will be provided 

with an individual storage 

area of at least 6m 3. 

Parking and Sustainable 

Transport Code - C2.6.5 

Pedestrian access - 

Performance Criteria P1  

Uses that require 10 or 

more car parking 

spaces must:  

(a)  have a 1m wide 

footpath that is 

separated from the 

access ways or 

parking aisles, 

excluding where 

crossing access 

ways or parking 

aisles, by:  

 

(i) a horizontal 

distance of 

2.5m between 

the edge of the 

footpath and 

the access way 

or parking aisle; 

or  

 

(ii) protective 

devices such as 

bollards, guard 

rails or planters 

between the 

footpath and 

the access way 

or parking aisle; 

and  

 

(b)  be signed and line 

marked at points 

where pedestrians  

cross access ways  

 

 

 

The car park will not be 

provided with a designated 

footpath.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The car park will not be 

provided with a designated 

footpath.  
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or parking aisles . 

Parking and Sustainable 

Transport Code - C2.6.8 Siting 

of parking and turning areas - 

Performance Criteria P2  

 

(c)  not result in 

parked cars being 

visible from public 

places in the 

adjacent roads.  

The ground floor parking area 

will be visible from Edward 

Street (through the driveway 

entrance) and from Rooke 

Lane.  

Table 1 ð Development standards relevant to the assessment of PA2025.0015 that cannot  meet the 

acceptable solution s.  

A copy of the development standards where the performance criteria are invoked are 

reproduced below followed by applicantõs supporting rationale and the Planning 

Authorityõs assessment. 

Central Business Zone  - 16.4.2 A1/P1 Setbacks  

 

 

Supporting rationale by applicant  to address P1 :  
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The proposed building will have a setback from the Edward Street and Rooke Lane 

frontages that will be compatible with the streetscape and minimises opportunities 

for crime and anti -social behaviour having regard to the following:  

¶ The Edward Street façade will not be provided with significant variation in 

building alignment to break up the façade with the exception of the use of 

raised garden beds which will assist with differentiating tenancy entrances 

and softening the façade. Notwithstanding this, the façade will be setback 

between 1.3m and 1.5m from the Edward Street frontage and will appear 

within the context of the streetscape as being constructed to the frontage in 

conjunction with the upper levels of the proposed building.  

¶ At ground level, the Rooke Lane frontage will comprise columns and an open 

surface parking area which will be compatible with the existing car parking 

area which currently occurs on the site and on the adjoining lot to the south.  

¶ The Edward Street façade will involve a building alignment that includes 

raised landscaping beds and a forecourt at the northern end of Tenancy 07 

which will allow for public use including outdoor dining in conjunction with 

Tenancy 07, if so used for food services. The Rooke Lane frontage will function 

as the rear of the building and will continue to serve as a service access lane 

for other lots which have frontage to Rooke Lane.  

¶ The Edward Street façade will have no concealment spaces in front of the 

tenancies. The courtyard and access lane along the northern side of the 

building will provide visibility between Edward Street and Rooke Lane. The 

entrance to the residential lobby will be gated at the edge of  the courtyard 

which will limit the lobby courtyard from being concealed from public view.  

¶ Passive surveillance between the Edward Street and Rook Lane frontage and 

the building will be maintained.  

¶ Lighting will be provided within the car park which will be located on the 

ground floor.ó  

(6ty o, pg. 34 & 35, 2024)  

Planning Authority:  The rationale provided by 6ty o demonstrates that the proposed 

building appropriately addresses P1 by balancing urban design objectives with practical 

considerations for safety, amenity, and streetscape integration. The design clearly reflects 

an intent to contribute positively to the vitality of the area  while maintaining compatibility 

with the established character and function of both Edward Street and Rooke Lane. On 

this basis, no further commentary regarding the buildingõs setbacks to the respective road 

frontages is considered necessary.  
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Central Business Zone  - 16.4.3 A2/P2 Design  

 

Supporting rationale by applicant to address P2:  

The proposed new building will be compatible with the streetscape having regard to 

the following:  

¶ The main pedestrian access to the tenancies will be directly visible and a short 

distance from the Edward Street footpath. The access courtyard, which will 

provide the main pedestrian access from Rooke Lane and Edward Street, will be 

visible from each road.  

¶ The tenancy windows will not be impeded by grilles or shutters and will be 

available to provide for visual interest and passive surveillance by future tenants.  
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¶ The Edward Street façade will not be provided with any distinguishable large 

expanses of blank walls.  

¶ The windows and doorways of the proposed tenancies will not be provided with 

security shutters or grilles.  

¶ An awning will be provided between the elevation of the Edward Street 

tenancies and the corresponding frontage of the lot, which will provide amenity 

and safety from inclement weather events .  

(6ty o, pg. 37, 2024) 

Planning Authority:  The proposed building is considered compatible with the streetscape, 

with key design elements supporting pedestrian visibility, passive surveillance, and public 

amenity. Clear sightlines to tenancy entrances, the absence of blank walls or security 

grilles, and the inclusion of an awning for weather protection all contribute to a safe and 

engaging public interface. These features collectively demonstrate compliance with P2 of 

the above standard .  

Central Business Zone  - 16.4.6 - Dwellings - A1& A2/P1 & P2  

 

Supporting rationale by applicant to address P1 & P2 : 

Each proposed residential apartment will be provided with a balcony  that is 

capable of serving as an extension of the apartment for outdoor relaxation, dining, 

and entertainment.  

Each balcony will also be supplemented with a  communal area of private open 

space  located on the north -eastern end of the third level of the proposed building . 

At least 14 residential apartments  will be provided with designated storage at the 

ground floor level of the building.  
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Apartments will also have access to a  bike storage room  and  waste storage room  at 

the ground floor level, for storing waste, recycling materials, and bicycles. Each 

apartment will also include  internal space for wardrobes and cupboards, offering 

adequate storage suitable for inner -city living . 

(6ty o, pg. 36, 2024)  

Planning Authority:  In relation to the configuration of private open space, 5 of the 35 

proposed apartments will include balconies that are slightly under 8m². Nevertheless, 

these balconies will still function effectively as extensions of the internal living areas, 

providing suitable space for outdoor relaxation, dining, or entertaining. Additionally, as 

noted by 6ty o, the development will include a communal private open space area on the 

third level for the shared use of residents, further supporting residential amenity.  P1 of this 

standard can be met.  

In regard to P2, at least 14 apartments will have their own storage areas on the ground 

floor. All residents will also have access to a shared bike storage room and a 

waste/recycling room, both located on the ground floor. Each apartment also includes 

internal storage such as wardrobes and cupboards, collectively providing practical and 

sufficient storage for an inner -city development of this nature.  P2 is satisfied.  

Parking and Sustainable Transport Code  ð Pedestrian access - C2.6.5 A1/P1  
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Supporting rationale by applicant to address P 1: 

Safe and convenient pedestrian access will be provided within the proposed parking 

area, having regard to the following:  

¶ The proposed car parking area will be located on the ground floor level, to the 

rear of the building relative to Edward Street.  

¶ The perimeter of the car park will be defined by building columns, the building 

itself, changes in level between Rook Lane and the car park surface, as well as 

standard kerbing and parking wheel stops.  

¶ Parking spaces within the car park will be assigned to residential apartments. As 

such, use of the parking area will be limited to residents of the building, who will 

be familiar with the site, the car parking area, and vehicle and pedestrian 

movements within and around the parking area:  

¶ The proposed car park will provide  16 car parking spaces.  

¶ According to the Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA), assuming each space serves a 

two -bedroom apartment, there would be up to  8 vehicle movements per day 

per apartment  (combined ingress and egress), totalling  approximately  136 

vehicle movements per day.  

¶ This equates to an average of  1.7 vehicle movements per hour  over a 12 -hour 

period, with  12 vehicles per hour during the AM peak  and  13 during the PM 

peak. This frequency is considered low for the location and the residential use.  

¶ Accessible parking  will be provided adjacent to the main access to the 

residential lobby, near  car park space 16.  

¶ A footpath  will run along the northern side of the driveway, connecting Edward 

Street with the apartment lobby and rear courtyard areas.  

¶ The access laneway at courtyard level  will provide pedestrian access to both 

the northern driveway and the apartment lobby via accessible routes.  

¶ The TIA did not identify any vehicular safety issues  with the arrangement or 

operation of the proposed car park.  

¶ The car park will be  used exclusively by residents, with entry and exit split on 

either side of the accessway.  

¶ No specific protective devices  are proposed for pedestrian safety  

 

(6ty o, pg. 36  & 37, 2024) 
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Planning Authority:  The proposed car park will be located at ground level, positioned 

behind the building relative to Edward Street. It will be enclosed by structural columns, the 

building itself, and level changes between Rooke Lane and the parking surface, with 

standard kerbing and wheel stops defining individual bays. Sixteen spaces will be 

provided, allocated exclusively to residents of the development, who are expected to be 

familiar with the layout and movement patterns.  P1 can be satisfied.  

Parking and Sustainable Transport Code ð Siting of parking and turning areas  - C2.6.8 

A2/P2  

 

Supporting rationale by applicant to address P2:  

The proposed on -site parking will be screened from public places  so as not to cause 

an unreasonable visual impact on the streetscape character or loss of amenity to 

adjoining properties, having regard to the following:  

¶ The existing streetscape includes the site, which is currently used as a surface 

parking area along with the adjoining lot to the south. The proposed building 

will screen the car parking spaces when viewed from Edward Street. It will also 

reduce the visibility of the parking spaces from Rooke Lane, which currently 

includes parking on lots directly adjacent to and visible from the lane.  

¶ The adjoining property to the south is currently used for parking, while the 

adjoining lot to the north contains a solid wall along most of the shared 

boundary and a parking area at the eastern end of that boundary.  

¶ Edward Street and Rooke Lane are not designated pedestrian priority streets . 

(6ty, pg. 38, 2024) 
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Planning Authority:  The proposed development will improve the visual impact of car 

parking on the streetscape. The existing site and the adjoining southern lot are currently 

used for open surface parking. The new building will screen the car park from Edward 

Street and reduce its visibility from Rooke Lane, where parking is currently prominent on 

adjacent lots. The northern boundary adjoins a property with a solid wall and rear parking, 

further limiting visual exposure.  The parking  arrangement is considered appropriate and 

consistent with the intent of P2 to minimise the visual prominence of car parking from 

public spaces.  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
On 12/02/2025 , Council received an application for the above development. Under 

section 57(3) of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 , the Planning Authority 

must give notice of an application for a permit. As prescribed at section 9(1) of the Land 

Use Planning and Approvals Regulations 2014 , the Planning Authority fulfilled this 

notification requirement by:  

(a)  Advertising the application in The Advocate  newspaper on 19/04/2025 ; 

(b)  Making a copy of the proposal available in Council Offices from the 19/04/2025 ; 

(c)  Notifying adjoining property owners by mail on 16/04/2025 ; and  

(d)  Erecting a Site Notice for display from the 18/04/2025 . 

The period for representations to be received by Council closed on 07/05/2025 .  

REPRESENTATIONS 
Two representations  were received within the prescribed 14 day public scrutiny period 

required by the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 .  

A copy of each representation is appended as an attachment  to this report.  

A summary of the representations is reproduced in the Table 2 below along with the 

Planning Authorityõs response: 

Representation  Summary of Issues  Planning Authority Response  

Mr Reymond 

Wilson  

Overall, Mr. Wilson expresses 

overall support for the proposed 

mixed -use development . He 

highlights the benefits of higher -

density inner -city living, 

particularly in the context of 

Devonportõs housing crisis and the 

drawbacks of urban sprawl. He 

notes that the development 

aligns with Councilõs strategic 

direction and the Residential 

Growth Strategy, which promotes 

higher -density housing near the 

CBD to reduce traffic, emissions, 

and infrastructure strain while 

supporting local businesses.  

Concerns and Suggestions  

Mr Wilsonõs in principal support of 

the development is noted.  

Car Parking  

The proposed development 

satisfies the acceptable car 

parking provisions of the planning 

scheme, as outlined within the 6ty o 

planning  report. As such, the 

Planning Authority is not in a 

position to require additional 

parking beyond what is sought in 

this application . Furthermore, the 

provision of additional parking 

would be inconsistent with the 

overarching objectives of the 

adopted Parking Precinct Plan 

applicable to the site.  
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Car  Parking:  

While the proposal meets the 

planning schemeõs requirement 

of 16 spaces, Mr. Wilson believes 

this is insufficient for the number of 

apartments. He suggests 

exploring options for a basement 

or additional parking level, noting 

the building height (16.7m) 

remains under the 20m limit.  

 

Retail Tenancy Size and 

Amenities:  

¶ Questions the viability of small 

tenancies given existing 

vacant larger retail spaces in 

the CBD.  

¶ Suggests consolidating 

tenancies to reduce the risk of 

further vacancies.  

¶ Raises concern about lack of 

staff toilet amenities in 

tenancies 1 ð6 and queries 

whether shared access to 

tenancy 7õs WC is planned or 

if additional facilities can be 

included.  

Retail Tenancy Size and Amenities   

The number of retail tenancies 

proposed is not a matter for 

consideration by the Planning 

Authority, as the use class  General 

Retail and Hire  is designated as  No 

Permit Required  within the Central 

Business Zone. 

With respect to the provision of 

amenity facilities for the retail 

components, this is not a matter 

regulated by the planning 

scheme. These aspects will be 

further assessed at the building 

permit stage to ensure 

compliance with the relevant 

provisions of the National 

Construction Code.  

 

Mr Nick Rabe   Mr. Rabe, writing in a personal 

capacity as the pastor of the 

Devonport Presbyterian Church 

located on the western side of 

the development, expresses 

general support for increased 

CBD development, including this 

proposal. However, he raises 

several concerns related to the 

developmentõs impact on the 

church and its congregation.  

Noise Sensitivity and 

Compatibility:  

Mr. Rabe seeks reassurance that 

the introduction of residential 

apartments will not lead to future 

noise complaints against the 

church, which occasionally 

generates loud music during 

services and rehearsals. He is 

concerned about potential 

Noise Sensitivity and Compatibility :  

The Planning Authority 

acknowledges that the church is 

an established use within the 

vicinity of the proposed 

development site. The introduction 

of residential uses does not 

diminish the rights of existing lawful 

activities to continue operating.  

To support compatibility between 

land uses, an advisory note will be 

included on the planning permit 

requiring that the development 

incorporate appropriate noise 

mitigation measures in 

accordance with the standards of 

the National Construction Code.  

Loss of Public Parking and 

Accessibility:  

The Planning Authority 
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restrictions on existing uses due to 

residential proximity.  

Loss of Public Parking and 

Accessibility:  

The removal of public parking on 

Edward Street is expected to 

significantly impact accessibility 

for older congregants. While 

Edward Street is relatively safe to 

cross, Best Street poses a hazard 

due to higher traffic volumes and 

the absence of a nearby 

pedestrian crossing. Mr. Rabe 

suggests that a crossing solution 

on Best Street between Rooke 

and Fenton Streets be considered 

alongside the development.  

Insufficient On -Site Parking 

Provision:  

The development proposes only 

16 parking spaces for 35 

apartments. Mr. Rabe argues this 

is inadequate given the car 

dependency in Devonport, 

potentially resulting in up to 30 

additional vehicles seeking street 

parking. This would further reduce 

accessibility for churchgoers, 

particularly on Sundays when 

metered parking is not enforced. 

He recommends introducing 1 ð2 

disabled parking spaces and 

several 24/7 short -term parking 

bays on the western side of 

Edward Street to mitigate this 

issue. 

acknowledges Mr. Rabeõs 

concerns regarding the removal of 

public parking on Edward Street 

and its potential impact on 

accessibility for older congregants. 

While Edward Street is generally 

considered safe for pedestrian 

movement, it is noted that Best 

Street presents greater challenges 

due to higher traffic volumes and 

the absence of a nearby 

pedestrian crossing.  

Council is currently progressing 

broader traffic and pedestrian 

safety improvements in the city 

centre through the  Devonport CBD 

Road Safety Assessment Report . 

Mr. Rabeõs suggestion for a 

pedestrian crossing on Best Street 

between Rooke and Fenton 

Streets is noted and curr ently  

being  considered as part of 

Councilõs ongoing implementation 

of traffic and pedestrian acces s 

improvements  across the CBD  

area . 

Insufficient On -Site Parking 

Provision:  

Refer to the earlier commentary 

addressing Mr Wilsonõs concerns 

regarding parking for the 

development. Additionally, the 

implementation of further parking 

controls in Edward Street falls 

outside the scope of what can be 

addressed through a planning 

permit. Should Council determine 

that additional parking measures 

are warranted, these would need 

to be considered through a 

separate process under Councilõs 

broader traffic and parking 

management responsibilities.  

Table 2 ð Summary of Representations and Planning Authority Responses  

Overall, the matters raised in the representation s are noted by the Planning Authority; 

however, no modifications to the proposed development are recommended. As 

discussed, an advisory note will be included on the permit to ensure the development is 

undertaken with appropriate noise mitigation measures, as outlined in the National 

Construction Code.  
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DISCUSSION 
The application has been referred to internal Council departments for comment, as well 

as to external authorities including TasWater and TasNetworks, in accordance with 

standard assessment procedures. These referrals ensure that infrastructure, servicing, and 

regulatory requirements are appropriately addressed as part of the planning process.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
No financial implications are predicted, unless an appeal is made against the Councilõs 

decision to the Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. In such instance, legal counsel 

will likely be required to represent Council. The opportunity for such an appeal exists as a 

result of the Council determining to either approve or refuse the permit application.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
In its capacity as a planning authority under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 

1993 (LUPAA), Council is required to make a determination on this application for a 

discretionary planning permit. Due diligence has been exercised in the preparation of this 

report and there are no predicted risks associated with a determination of this application.  

CONCLUSION 
Planning Application PA2025.0015 has been assessed against the applicable provisions of 

the planning scheme and is considered to comply with the relevant development 

standards. The matters raised in the representations have been thoroughly reviewed; 

however, they do not warrant any modifications to the proposed development. The 

application is therefore recommended for conditional approval.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Planning Application PA2025.0015 - 16 18 & 20 Edward Street [ 4.1.1 - 106 pages]  

2. Representation N Rabe PA2025.0015 - 16 18 & 20 Edward Street [ 4.1.2 - 1 page]  

3. Representation R Wilson PA2025.0015 - 16 18 & 20 Edward Street [ 4.1.3 - 2 pages]  

4. TasWater SPAN PA2025.0015 - 16 18 & 20 Edward Street [ 4.1.4 - 4 pages]  
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5 REPORTS 

 

5.1 MOU - DEVONPORT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF GREATER 

GEELONG 

 
Author:  Rebecca McKenna, Project Officer  

Endorser: Matthew Skirving, Executive Manager  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council enter into the attached Memorandum of Understanding  (MoU) with the City 

of Greater Geelong.     

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

3.4    Our economic progress continuously improves  

SUMMARY 
The report presents a proposed Memorandum of Understanding between the Devonport 

City Council (DCC) and the City of Greater Geelong  (CoGG)  for approval . 

The proposed Memorandum of Understanding provides the two Councils with a formal 

agreement to work collaboratively to maximise the benefits of being joint home ports to 

the Spirit of Tasmania (SoT).  The document provides an effective mechanism via which 

Council can provide support and engagement with the business community and 

economic opportunity associated with the SoT.        

BACKGROUND 
In 2022, the Spirit of Tasmania moved its Victorian home port from Melbourne to Geelong.  

Since that time, Council has been working with the City of Greater Geelong to discuss and 

share information that are relevant to both ports.   

In 2023, Mayor Jarman and CEO Matthew Atkins visited Geelong to discuss the upcoming 

opportunity that the new larger SoT ships will bring both c ities.   

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
There are no statutory requirements in relation to this report.  

DISCUSSION 
The objectives of the MoU are:  

a.  To foster a closer relationship between DCC and CoGG  in order to maximise the 

benefits of over 600,000 sea passengers boarding at each port annually.    

b.  To promote tourism and economic development in both regions by leveraging each 

other's strengths and assets.  

c.  To facilitate opportunities for cultural exchange and artistic collaboration.  

d.  To support and enhance local businesses, sports, and community initiatives.  

The proposed MoU will provide an opportunity for the DCC and CoGG to collaborate on 

a wider range of topics than has previously been discussed.   

Council staff have identified 7 areas that may benefit from a closer partnership : 
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1. Tourism Facilitation ð Visitor Centres ð Tourism Information  

2. Business Connections  

3. Sporting Connections  

4. Local Government Administration and Strategic Partnership  

5. Liaison with Spirit of Tasmania  

6. Arts and Culture Opportunities  

7. RDA Committees  

Staff from both Councils will mee t regularly via Teams to discuss these seven areas and 

report to Council.  These meetings will enable the Councils to  be informed about 

significant events , projects and opportunities as well as  share  promotion opportunities and 

facilitate community connections.   

The MoU is being considered by the City of Greater Geelong on Tuesday 27th May 2025.   If 

both Councils agree to signing, the two Mayors will meet on the 29th May to formally sign 

the MoU with a media event to be held at the Port of Geelong.    

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The SoT has been actively consulted in the preparation of this document.  Whilst they are 

not a signatory to the document, they have committed to collaborating with both 

Devonport and Geelong for the mutual benefit of all parties.   It is envisaged  that staff from 

SoT will be invited to meet with staff from both Councils when discussing topics relevant to 

the ferry provider.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Act ivities or actions within  the  MOU would generally be cover ed within Councils annual 

operational budget  allowances . If additional funding was required for a specific project or 

activity  of the MOU this would  be presented in a report to Council for approval.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Performance measures, key milestones, evaluation and review terms, and termination 

requirements are outlined in the MoU document.   

CONCLUSION 
The Memorandum of Understanding represents a structured and transparent model for 

Council to engage with and grow opportunities associated with being a home port for the 

SoT in collaboration with the CoGG.   

ATTACHMENTS 

1. MoU DCC and CoGG FINAL MAY 2 [ 5.1.1 - 4 pages]  
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5.2 ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 2025-2030 

 
 

Author:  Carol Bryant, Executive Officer  

Endorser: Matthew Skirving, Executive Manager  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  note the draft Environment  Strategy  2025-2030 as presented and  endorse the 

release  of  the strategy  for a minimum 30 -day public consultation period .  

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

1.1    Devonport is an energy efficient City  

1.2    Sustainability is promoted and integrated across all sectors  

1.3    "Living lightly" is promoted and encouraged  

1.4    Our energy use is reduced  

1.5    Water is actively conserved and well managed  

SUMMARY 
This report presents the draft Environment  Strategy 202 5-2030 to Council for noting, and for 

Council to consider releasing the document for a period of public consultation .  

BACKGROUND 
The Environment Strategy 2025 ð2030 provides a coordinated framework for Council to 

protect the local environment while supporting a resilient, inclusive, and sustainable 

community. Building on the 2019 Strategy, it addresses current and emerging challenges 

through clear priorities and practical actions focused on biodiversity, climate resilience, 

and environmental governance . The Strategy aligns with Councilõs broader vision and 

emphasises the importance of partnerships and community involvement.  

The Strategy applies to Council -owned land, facilities, operations, and policies. It does not 

cover private or state -managed land, nor responsibilities of state or national agencies. It 

complements, but does not duplicate, environmental initiatives in other Council strategies 

such as waste, transport, or emergency management.  

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
There are no statutory requirements in relation to this report.  

DISCUSSION 
The Strategy was informed by a review of the 2019 Environment Strategy, updated 

environmental data, and relevant policy documents. Internal consultation assessed 

Council processes and capabilities  relevant to the Strategy . Community input was 

gathered through a survey and previous consultations, with further engagement planned 

before finalisation.  

Environmental Pressures  

1. Urban Development and Land Use  

Devonportõs urban growth increases  pressure on natural areas and bushland reserves  

threatening  biodiversity  and ecosystem  health. Key issues include:  
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¶ Encroachment into sensitive areas due to limited understanding of public/private 

land boundaries  and responsibilities  

¶ Unauthorised activities such as clearing, mowing, poisoning, and informal track 

creation (including motorbike use)  

¶ Pollution  from stormwater runoff and litter affecting waterways and amenity  

2. Invasive Species  

Biodiversity is threatened by invasive plants and animals. Key concerns include:  

¶ Spread of weeds , including from garden waste dumping  

¶ Impa cts from uncontrolled pets and pest species  

3. Climate Variability and Change  

Devonport is already experiencing climate -related pressures, with future impacts 

expected to intensify. Projections indicate:  

¶ Warmer temperatures year -round, with more hot days and fewer frosts  

¶ Changing rainfall patterns (less in spring/summer, possible increases in winter)  

¶ More intense storms and rainfall events  

¶ Gradual sea level rise, increasing the risk of coastal flooding and erosion  

¶ Longer  and more dangerous fire seasons  

Likely consequences:  

¶ More frequent localised flooding ; increased strain on stormwater infrastructure  

¶ Greater stress on native ecosystems, with invasive species likely to benefit  

¶ Water -related challenges: lower river flows, higher drought risk, declining water 

quality, and drier soils increasing bushfire risk  

 

Priority Focus Areas  

The following priorities and actions are recommended to address the key environmental 

issues. 

 

1. Regenerate Biodiversity and Natural Landscapes  

Protect and restore Devonportõs natural landscapes to support healthy, connected 

ecosystems and long -term biodiversity resilience . 

Actions : 

¶ Manage threatened species and vegetation communities to recognised 

conservation standards.  

¶ Restore and connect key habitat corridors focusing on areas of high conservation 

value.  

¶ Undertake strategic weed management targeting priority and declared weeds, with 

a focus on intact and vulnerable habitats.  

¶ Engage the community in invasive species control such responsible pet ownership 

and biosecurity awareness.  

¶ Prevent native vegetation loss and degradation - address illegal clearing, dumping 

of green waste through compliance and education.  
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2. Strengthen Climate Resilience  

Strengthen Devonportõs climate resilience by preparing our infrastructure, natural systems, 

and community to anticipate, adapt to, and recover from climate risks.  

Actions : 

¶ Update climate risk assessments, integrate into asset and financial planning.  

¶ Develop build nature in  strategy to mitigate urban heat and support biodiversity 

across the city.  

¶ Enhance and, where needed, expand riparian vegetation buffers along the Don 

and Mersey Rivers to filter runoff, stabilise riverbanks, and strengthen resilience 

against flooding and erosion.  

¶ Remodel and assess the stormwater infrastructure network to identify vulnerabilities, 

reduce runoff, and improve water quality for the protection of local waterways and 

the marine environment.  

¶ Install smart water technologies in high water -using council facilities and implement 

broader water efficiency and optimisation measures.  

¶ Ensure the design and planning of council assets and community services are 

responsive to projected climate conditions and built to withstand future risks.  

¶ Advocate  for consistent state and national climate data, risk assessment, and 

adaptation policy frameworks to support informed, risk -based decision -making at the 

local level, including clearer definitions of acceptable risk thresholds.  

 

3. Accelerate the Transition to Clean Energy  

Transition away from fossil fuels by improving energy efficiency, electrifying our assets and 

operations, and expanding the use of renewable, low -carbon energy.  

Actions : 

¶ Conduct a carbon inventory of Council operations and assets, followed by analysis 

to prioritise actions and investments based on the findings.  

¶ Develop an operational plan to p rogressively transition Councilõs fleet to zero-

emissions vehicles (ZEVs), guided by operational suitability, lifecycle cost, and 

product availability . 

¶ Support a successful transition to zero emission vehicles  

- Install EV chargers at Council sites.  

- Ensure all new Council facilities are EV -ready, including upgrades to buildings and 

car parks.  

- Support the expansion of regional public fast -charging infrastructure.  

- Continue staff training in EV use, safety, and operational procedures.  

¶ Electrify heating systems wherever feasible to reduce emissions and operational 

costs, including exploring options to replace or improve efficiency of the gas boiler 

at the Aquatic Centre.  

¶ Continuously optimise energy use in current and new Council facilities, such as:  

- Installing solar panels  

- Upgrading public lighting to more efficient  (LED globes , solar-powered, adaptive 

lighting, energy -efficient fixtures)  

- Adopting  demand response technologies and  improve business scheduling to 

reduce energy consumption during peak periods, such as smart thermostats or 

automated lighting controls . 
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4. Enhance Governance and Engagement  

Strengthen environmental governance by embedding accountability and evidence -

based decision -making across Council operations . 

Actions : 

¶ Develop communication materials clarifying the roles and responsibilities of Council, 

government agencies, landholders, and others in environmental management.  

¶ Set and regularly review measurable environmental targets aligned with strategy 

priorities . 

¶ Build staff capability with training and resources to support sustainable decision -

making and environmental leadership.  

¶ Enable and support community -led environmental initiatives by providing practical 

assistance (e.g., grants, tools, expertise, promotion).  

¶ Partner with schools, businesses, community groups, and regional stakeholders to 

deliver education programs and on -ground projects promoting shared responsibility 

and visible outcomes.  

¶ Engage key stakeholders to improve understanding of environmental values, risks, 

and opportunities especially for climate resilience and cultural landscapes.  

¶ Review  Council procurement with environmental priorities, prioritising sustainable 

products, services, and suppliers.  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Community views were sought through an online survey  conducted in March -April 2024. 

Previous community input gathered through budget submissions, direct correspondence 

and consultation for related strategies such as the Open Space Strategy and Don Reserve 

Environmental Management Plan was also considered. The survey received 56 responses, 

mostly from Devonport residents (88%) and 11% from people who visit Devonport most 

days. Of the respondents, 45% were aged 65 or older, and 35% were aged 45 -64. While 

the sample size is small, the feedback offers valuable insights to inform the Strategy.  

Further community input  will be sought prior to strategy finalisation.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The Strategy will not require  substantial new investment to begin implementation , 

favouring the smarter use of existing resources. Many of the proposed actions are 

ongoing, can be integrated into ongoing operations, or delivered through partnerships 

and external funding. Any  additional investment required  will be considered through the 

annual operational and capital budget planning.  

The Strategy is expected to deliver long -term financial benefits. Early investment in 

climate -resilient infrastructure and sustainable technologies will help avoid future costs 

from asset damage, emergency response, or regulatory compliance issues. In addition, 

energy and water efficiency upgrades  along with the transition to a more sustainable fleet  

are projected to reduce operational costs over time, delivering measurable savings that 

strengthen Councilõs financial sustainability. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

¶ Asset & Property Infrastructure  

 Without a coordinated strategy : 

- Council assets (e.g. buildings, roads, reserves) are more vulnerable to climate 

impacts . 
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- Infrastructure decisions may not factor in projected climate conditions, resulting in 

costly retrofits or asset failure . 

- Council may miss out on external funding  aimed at climate -resilient infrastructure . 

- Higher m aintenance and replacement costs due to uncoordinated responses to 

environmental pressures. 

¶ Environmental Sustainability  

Without strategic direction:  

- Efforts to protect biodiversity, manage resources, or reduce emissions may be 

fragmented or ineffective . 

- Council may be unprepared to meet emerging state or national sustainability 

mandates.  

- Inaction may accelerate loss of green space, biodiversity, and environmental 

quality, impacting community health and wellbeing.  

¶ Consultation and/or Communication  

The community would have an expectation that Council delivers a plan reflective of 

raised  issues and ideas for improvement . There is a low reputational risk that not 

having a strategy may signal to interested parties  that investment in environmental 

sustainability is a low priority of Council. In addition, without a clear plan, residents 

may be unclear about Councilõs environmental role or what actions they should 

take. Efforts to introduce sustainable practices may also face public opposition due 

to a lack of understanding or early engagement.  

¶ Risk Management Practices  
Without  a strategy : 

- Environmental risks such as bushfires, flooding, or invasive species may go 

unassessed or unmanaged . 

- Broader planning processes may overlook environmental risks without a framework 

to guide integration . 

- Council staff and systems may lack the preparation to manage complex 

environmental challenges . 

CONCLUSION 
The Environment  Strategy 20 25-2030 addresses current and emerging environmental 

challenges through clear priorities and practical actions focused on biodiversity, climate 

resilience, governance  and engagement . Twenty -four recommendations  for action  over 

the next five  years  have  been identified , informed by community and employee 

consultation. To assist with finalising the strategy , it is recommended that Council note and 

release the draft strategy  for further public consultation .  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Environment Strategy 2030 DRAFT [ 5.2.1 - 19 pages]  
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6 INFORMATION 

 

6.1 WORKSHOPS AND BRIEFING SESSIONS HELD SINCE THE LAST 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 
  

Author:  Claire Jordan , Executive Coordinator  

Endorser: Matthew Atkins, Chief Executive Officer  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report advising of Workshop Sessions held since the last Council meeting be 

received and the information noted.   

 

Council is required by Regulation 8(2)(c) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 

Regulations 2015  to include in the Agenda the date and purpose of any Council 

Workshop held since the last meeting.  

Date  Description  Purpose  

12 May 

2025 

Zero Emissions Fleet & 

Environment Strategy  

Update on Development of Strategies   

Devonport City Council & City 

of Greater Geelong - MOU 

Overview of draft MOU between the two 

Councils  

Marion Storm  Update on Marion Storm Licence 

Agreement  

Cradle Coast Authority  Update on the Authorityõs activities and 

priorities  

19 May 

2025 

Budget Workshop  Deliberation and discussion of 2025/26FY 

Budget  

 

Apologies from previous Workshop s: 

¶ Cr S Martin (12 th & 19 th May)  

¶ Cr L Murphy (12 th May)  

 

Declarations of Interest received for previous Workshop s:  

Nil 
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6.2 MAYOR'S MONTHLY REPORT 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 

That the Mayorõs Monthly Report be received and noted.  

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 

Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

5.3 Council looks to employ best practice governance, risk and financial management  

SUMMARY 
This report details meetings and functions attended by the Mayor.  

BACKGROUND 
This report is provided regularly to Council, listing the meetings and functions attended by 

the Mayor.  

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
There are no statutory requirements which relate to this report.  

DISCUSSION 
In her capacity as Mayor, Councillor A lison Jarman  attended the following meetings and 

functions between 23 April  and 20 May 2025 : 

¶ Conducted radio interviews with 7AD, SeaFM, ABC and Coast FM  

¶ Attended Council meetings, Planning meetings and Workshops as scheduled  

¶ Meetings with the Chief Executive Officer  

¶ With the  Deputy Mayor and  CEO, met with consulting firm Steople regarding a 

proposal to facilitate the CEOõs annual performance review 

¶ Attended and addressed Anzac Day Dawn Service and 11am Service  

¶ Attended and spoke at ANZAC Day Round , Devonport Football Club  

¶ Met to discuss Tiagarra Bluff Platform    

¶ Met with Devonport Community Landcare to discuss green and sustainability issues 

within the Council area  

¶ Met with Premier at Berth 3 East Devonport  

¶ Met with Central Coast Mayor  

¶ Met with Deputy Mayor Simpson  

¶ Attended ôAgFest in the Paddock 2025õ Field Day  

¶ Attended and spoke at VIPPIANC ð Tasmanian Biennial Conference  

¶ Attended Ray Freeman Memorial, Spreyton Racecourse  

¶ Officiated Citizenship Ceremony  

¶ Attended East Devonport Working Group Meeting  

¶ Attended Zonta Cand lelight Vigil for Domestic Violence  

¶ With the CEO met with Jack Jumpers CEO and  representatives of the Clubõs new 

owners,  Altor Capital , including a visit to the Devonport Oval Stadium site  

¶ Attended media event and spoke at the Community Spreyton Connector Opening  

¶ Attended Highway Feedback Session Latrobe Community Hub  

¶ Attended preview rehearsal ð Madagascar A Musical Adventure Jr  

¶ Attended Tasmanian Business Conference  
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¶ Attended Network Event ð Tasmanian Business Conference  

¶ Attended Women in Business Summit  

¶ Met with Anita Dow MP  

¶ Attended WxNW Regional Tourism Forum 2025  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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6.3 CEO'S REPORT 

 
 

Author:  Matthew Atkins, Chief Executive Officer  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Chief Executive Officer õs Report be received  and noted . 

 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

5.3 Council looks to employ best practice governance, risk and financial management  

SUMMARY 
This report provides a summary of the activities undertaken by the Chief Executive Officer , 

between 23 April and 20 May 2025 .  It also provides information on matters that may be of 

interest to Councillors and the community.    

BACKGROUND 
A monthly report provided by the Chief Executive Officer  to highlight management and 

strategic issues that are being addressed by Council.   The report also provides regular 

updates in relation to National, Regional and State based local government matters as 

well as State and Federal Government programs.   

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
Council is required to comply with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993  and 

other legislation.   The Chief Executive Officer is appointed by the Council  and occupies 

the statutory position of General Manager,  in accordance with the provisions of the Act .  

DISCUSSION 

1. COUNCIL MANAGEMENT 

1.1. Attended and participated in regular scheduled internal staff and 

management meetings.   

1.2. Attended Workshops, Planning Authority Committee Meetings and Council 

Meetings as required.  

1.3. Along with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, met with consulting firm Ste ople , 

regarding a proposal to facilitate the CEOõs annual Performance Review . 

1.4. Along with the  Mayor , met with Jack Jumpers CEO, Christine Finnegan  and 

representatives of the Clubõs new owners, Altor Capital , regarding opportunities 

with the planned Devonp ort Oval Stadium.  

1.5. Met with Dean Griggs from Think Social Group regarding possible consulting 

services . 

 

2. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RESIDENTS & COMMUNITY GROUPS) 

2.1. Met with Annette Rockliff and Al O llington represent ing  Grans Van who 

provided an update on future plans for t he  food  service.  

2.2. Atten ded the opening of the Spreyton Connector pathway at Maidstone Park.  

2.3. Atten ded the opening of the òCareers at Council ó forum that Devonport City 

Cou ncil  provided in conjunction with the Beacon Foundation for Reece  High 

School students.  
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3. NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND STATE BASED LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

3.1. Attended a Steering Com mittee meeting overseeing the review of the Regional 

Land Use  Strategy . 

3.2. Chaired a meeting of the CCA Representatives  Working Group, tasked with 

revieing the Member  Councilsõ Letter of Expecta tion .  

 

4. STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 

4.1. Met local Labor MP, Anita Dow to provide an update on local issues.  

 

5. OTHER 

5.1. From an organisational perspective the month of May has been dominated by 

the preparation of Council õs Annual Plan and Budget Estimates. Following a 

similar format  to recent years , the draft budget content has been presented to 

Councillors through a series of 7 video presentations.  

  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The information included above details any issues relating to community engagement.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There is not expected to be any impact on the Councilõs operating budget as a result of 

this report.   

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Any specific risk implications will be outlined in the commentary above.   Any specific risk 

that may result in an issue for Council is likely to be subject of a separate report to 

Council.   

CONCLUSION 
This report is provided for information purposes only and to allow Council to be updated 

on matters of interest.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Current & Previous Minutes Resolutions - April 2025 - Open Session [ 6.3.1 - 1 page]  



  6.4 Monthly Operational Report - April 2025 

 

Agenda - Council Meeting - 26 May 2025   PAGE 46 

6.4 MONTHLY OPERATIONAL REPORT - APRIL 2025 

 
 

Author:  Claire Jordan, Executive Coordinator  

Endorser: Matthew Atkins, Chief Executive Officer  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the Monthly Operational Report for the  period ending 30 

April 2025.  

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

5.3 Council looks to employ best practice governance, risk, and financial 

management.  

SUMMARY 
This report provides a summary of council performance and general matters of interest 

during the month of April  2025.  

BACKGROUND 
This report is provided to update Councillors and the community on councilõs 

performance over the previous month and includes:  

¶ monthly financial performance reports;  

¶ progress on annual plan actions;  
¶ information on matters relating to operational activities of the Council;  
¶ general council matters that may  be of interest to the community; and  
¶ tabling of minutes received relating to Council Committees, Authorities,  and related 

External  Organisations.  

 

Further operational information can be obtained by viewing Council dashboards at 

Councilõs website: Your Council Dashboards | Devonport City Council  

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
In undertaking its operational activities, Council is required to comply with the Local 

Government Act 1993 and various other legislation.  

DISCUSSION 
The following information is provided as an update on operational activity undertaken by 

Council during the month of April  2025: 

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/council/your-council/dashboards/
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1. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES: 

1.1. Planning:  

1.1.1. The following graph details the breakdown of planning applications 

received during April : 

1.1.2.  

 

 

 

Definitions:  

¶ Single Dwellings ð means residential dwelling on a single lot.  

¶ Single Dwelling Existing ð for alternations and additions to single dwellings  

¶ Residential Shed ð means shed on a residential lot.  

¶ Units ð means two or more dwellings on a site.  

¶ Subdivision ð means the division of a single lot into multiple lots giving separate 

rights of occupation, excluding boundary adjustments.  

¶ Commercial ð means bulky goods sales, business and professional services, 

community meeting and entertainment, educational and occasional care, 

equipment and machinery sales and hire, food services, general retail and hire, 

hotel industry, research and development.  

¶ Tourism ð means tourist operations and visitor accommodation.  

¶ Industrial and Utilities ð means extractive industry, manufacturing and processing, 

port and shipping, recycling and waste disposal. Resource processing, service 

industry, storage, transport depot and distribution, utilities, vehicle fuel sales and 

service.  

¶ Other ð means all other use classes.  



  6.4 Monthly Operational Report - April 2025 

 

Agenda - Council Meeting - 26 May 2025   PAGE 48 

 

1.1.3. The following graph details the number of Planning Applications  received 

this financ ial year  (permitted/discretionary):  

 

 

 

1.1.4. Planning Applications approved under delegation  during April 2025: 
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1.2. Building & Plumbing:   

1.2.1. The following  graph  details  the  Building  and  Plumbing  Applications  

received  this financial  year:  

 

 

 

1.2.2. The following  graph  details  the  value of building works  received this 

financial year : 
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1.2.3. The following  graph s details  the  notifiable  works received  for building  that  

have  been  issued this financial  year:  
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1.3. Environmental Health:  

1.3.1. Food Business Registrations : 

 

 
 

 

1.4. Animal Control:  

1.4.1. The following graph details the number of animal complaints for this 

financial year:  
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1.5. Risk & Compliance:  

1.5.1. The  following  graph  details  the  breakdown  of  the  complaints  received  by  

the  Risk Department  during  Apri l. 

 

 

 

1.5.2. The following table details the types of incidents reported in April : 
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2. INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS:  

2.1. Asset Maintenance:  

 

Painted  Bollards and steps at Cenotaph prior to ANZAC Day  

 

 
 

 

Extend ed  Handrail at the Senior Citizens Club  
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Placed n ew gate and metal c age at the Devonport Rec reation  Centre  

 

 
 

Footpath works on the c orner of Torquay  Road  and Mary St reet   

 

 

Constructed c rossover  at 30 Nicholls St reet  
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Formby Roa d Mill Out  

 

 
 

 

Victoria Parade  shrub and garden b ed maintenance  
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2.2. Waste Management:  

2.2.1. Waste Transfer Station stat istics ð April 2025: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

¶ Financial Year Comparison 2021 ð 2025 

Your Council Dashboards | Devonport City Council  

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/council/your-council/dashboards/
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2.3. General Infrastructure Matters:  

The following graphs detail the assessments processing through the 

Infrastructure Department. Ea ch graph details the  applications completed year 

to date , compared t o a three -year average trend  line.  

2.3.1. Engineering Assessments for Development Applications  

 
 

 

2.3.2. Road Reserve Permit Assessments  
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2.3.3. National Heavy Vehicle Regulator  Assessments 

 
 

 

2.3.4. Dial Before You Dig  Requests  
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3. COMMUNITY SERVICES: 

3.1. Community Development  

3.1.1. Courage In Motion ð YFCC Skate Comp  

Courage in Motion was held on Saturday 12 April at the Bluff as part of 

Youth Week celebrations. The event, hosted by YFCC and supported by 

Devonport City Council and Drop -In Skate School, featured a Skate 

Competition that encouraged participation from young people of all 

ages and skill levels, using bikes, scooters, and skateboards. Headspace 

also facilitated a Colour Run, providing a fun and inclusive activity for 

families along the pathway and beach. The event was well -attended and 

positively received, with a strong sense of community engagement. 

Participants enjoyed a complimentary lunch, and a range of prizes were 

awarded throughout the day, contributing to the overall success and 

vibrancy of the event.  

Courage in Motion ð Ce lebrating Youth Week  

 

3.1.2. NSAA Memorial Dedication  

On Sunday 6 April, the  National Servicemenõs Association (Mersey Sub-

Branch) held a Memorial Dedication and unveiled  a plaque at the 

Devonport Cenotaph , honouring Australiaõs National Servicemen. 

Speakers included NSAA Mersey President Clair Smith, Mayor Alison 

Jarman , Devonport RSL President Shona Kuipers, and NSAA State President  

Jeff Gray.  

NSSA Memorial Unve iling  
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3.1.3. Lullaby Circle  

The East Devonport Child and Family Learning Centre hosted a listening 

party for the Lullaby Circle Project, celebrating the launch of five original 

lullabies written, recorded and illustrated by local parents, with guidance 

from local artists Alex Morse and Tessa Lee. The 18 -month project was 

supported by B4 Early Years Coalition and Choose Life Services. A 

Council officer attended the event, joining a supportive crowd to hear 

the lullabies performed live and via recordings. The lullabies are now 

available on Spotify.  

 
Lullaby Circle listening party . Cover image of song: Baby of Mine  

 

3.1.4.  Easter in the Park  

 Council supported the delivery of Devonport Community Houseõs 

Easter in the Park event, held at Highfield Park. The event was promoted 

to the local community and featured crafts, food, games, an Easter egg 

hunt, and a special visit from the Easter Bunny.  

 
Easter in the Park 15 April 2025 

 

3.1.5.  Devonport Community Services Newsletter  

The online Devonport Community Services newsletter is used to 

disseminate information about:  

¶ Grants available to the community;  

¶ Available community assistance programs and services;  

¶ Health information, programs and initiatives;  

¶ Events and community projects; and  

¶ Updates from across Council.  
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Recent editions can be found on the Council website located at:  

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/live/your -community/community -

services/newsletter/ .  

The Department published one edition in April  2025. 

Devonport events/locations that attracted attention by readers during 

April : 

¶ Devonport BIGSING with Clare Bowditch  

¶ Growing Courage, Confidence & Connection with Karen Young  

¶ Story Foundations: The Art of Brand Storytelling ð Devonport  

 

3.1.6.  Working Groups  

Access and Inclusion Working Group  

In April , the Devonport Access and Inclusion Working Group met  once . 

They discussed : 

¶ Devonport Stadium progress ;   

¶ The roles and work of an Accessibility auditor ð with a representative  

 from Access for Life ; 

¶ The Commonwealth Accessible Australia Initiative ;   

¶ Community input on Budget Planning ;  

¶ Social media ; and   

¶ A demonstration of Meta glasses.     

DEVYAG 

¶ At their April meeting, DEVYAG was fortunate to hear from Councillor 

Gera rd Enniss about his ôBuild Nature Inõ proposal ñmembers 

enjoyed the discussion and were inspired to think more deeply about 

how Council can incorporate nature into urban spaces and 

community planning.  

¶ In April, DEVYAG members supported and participated in the 

Devonport Skate Comp and Youth Week Colour Run ñgetting 

involved in activities, helping out on the day, engaging with 

community members and organisations, leaving covered in colour, 

and having the opportunity to meet The Honourable Roger Jaensch, 

Minister for Children and Youth, to discuss the importance of youth 

voices and DEVYAGõs goals for creating positive change. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

DEVYAG members support and celebrating Youth Week  

 

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/live/your-community/community-services/newsletter/
https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/live/your-community/community-services/newsletter/
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3.1.7.  Financial Assistance Program  

The Financial Assistance Working Group met to assess the Major and Minor 

applications received for 2024 -2025 Round Two. These requests were 

reviewed at the March Council Meeting.  

The Mersey Rowing Club has recently provided details on the expenditure 

of the minor grant funds they received, which were used to purchase four 

stroke outboard motors for their coach boats.  

The project involved purchasing two new four -stroke motors to replace 

the ageing two -stroke motors on two of the clubõs coach boats. The new 

motors offer improved fuel efficiency, resulting in lower running costs for 

the club and its members. There are also environmental and community 

benefits, including reduced noise for residents living near the river and the 

elimination of oil pollution entering the Mersey River.   

Although delivery of the motors was Delayed by more than three months 

due to factory lead times, the club was still able to operate its coach 

boats in the meantime. Once the new motors arrived, installation and 

commissioning occurred smoothly on 8 ð9 March 2025, with a 

straightforward replacement process.  

Mersey Rowing Club New Coach Boats  

 

3.2. Natural Resource Managemen t 

3.2.1. Friends of Don Reserve  

Seven members of the Friends of Don Reserve joined forces in early April 

along the Don Rail Trail and achieved a huge amount in the two hours by 

tending to revegetation works and removing numerous weed species.  

 

3.3. Active Communities : 

3.3.1. Living Well ð Summer -Autumn Program  

The latest program saw a 42% increase in registrations, reflecting its 

growing impact and strong alignment with council goals to enhance 

community wellbeing and promote healthy, active lifestyles.   

Participants joined for various reasonsñimproving health, connecting 

socially, reducing stress, and learning new skills ñwith many valuing all of 

these benefits, aligning closely with councilõs goals to support mental 

health and foster social inclusion through accessible programs.  Most 

participants found the program through Facebook (44%) or word of 

mouth, with a mix of new (55%) and returning attendees. It attracted a 

diverse group, mainly non -working parents, and received positive 

feedback, including requests for more classes to suit working people.   
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Of the 11 classes offered, nine reached full capacity, demonstrating high 

demand and  strong alignment with the councilõs commitment to 

accessible, community -driven initiatives.  

The next season commences Monday 2 June and runs through to Sunday 

10 August.  

 
 Therapeutic Drumming Class and Come and Try AFL ð East Devonport  

 

3.3.2. Basketball Tasmania Primary School Tournament  

In April, Basketball Tasmania hosted a Primary School Tournament at the 

Devonport Recreation Centre. Being one of their major events for the 

year, this tournament attracted teams from across the North and North -

West. 

3.3.3. Devonport Recreation Centre - Pin Code Readers  

The Devonport Recreation Centre had two Pin Code Readers installed in 

late April. These readers are essential for testing the new Bookable system, 

and once operational, will allow users to access the facility through a one -

time pin code. This will improve security and increase efficiency in our 

booking processes.   

3.3.4. Recreation Centre Participation Data  for April :  

Devonport Recreation Centre  

  Bookings   User Groups   

Sauna    122 N/A  

Squash   20 2 

Stadium Court 1   59 
6 

Stadium Court 2   50 

Table Tennis   41 5 

Youth Centre   96 5 

Total  388 18 
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East Devonport Recreation and Function Centre  

  Bookings  User Groups  

Stadium  65 10 

Community Room  10 7 

Total 75 17 

Recreation Centre User Numbers:  

DEVONPORT RECREATION CENTRE  

Squash Centre  3383 

Stadium   12868 

Youth Centre   6164 

Table Tennis  1971 

3.3.5. April  Sporting Events : 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6. Upcomi ng Sporting Events : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4. Events: 

3.4.1. External Events  held during April : 

¶ Town & Gown Parade ð 8 April  

¶ Courage in Motion ð 12 April  

 Event Dates  Venue  

1 Basketball Tasmania Primary 

School Tournament  

5 ð 6 April 2025 Devonport Recreation Centre  

2 Basketball Tasmania Mini 

Camp  

23 April 2025 Devonport Recreation Centre  

3 NWBU ANZAC Day Eve 

Match  

24 April 2025 Devonport Recreation Centre  

 Event Dates  Venue  

1 Futsal Tasmania State 

Titles 

7 ð 9 May 2025  Devonport Recreation 

Centre  

2 AFL Tasmania High 

School Gala Day  

16 May 2025  Byard Park  

3 State League 

Volleyball  

17-18 May 2025  East Devonport 

Recreation Centre  

4 NWBU Finals 27 May  ð 6 June 

2025 

Devonport Recreation 

Centre  

5 Devonport Cup  6 ð 8 June 2025  Meercroft Park, Valley 

Road, Girdlestone Park 

Byard Park, Devonport  

Oval  

6 Northwest  Badminton 

Association 

Tournament  

14 ð 15 June 2025  Devonport Recreation 

Centre  

7 AFL Tasmania ð Coates 

Talent  League Match  

22 June 2025  Girdlestone Park  
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¶ The Tax Centre Great Train Race ð 13 April  

¶ Easter in the Park  

¶ Easter Bunny is in the Neighbourhood  

Upcoming External Events : 

Event Dates  Venue  

DJSA Devonport Cup  6-8 June 2025  Meercroft Park, Eugene 

Street, Valley Road, 

Girdlestone Park, Byard 

Park, Devonport Oval  

Lifelong Respect Walk  11 June 2025  Starting at Market 

Square  

Devonport Winter Solstice 

Splash 

21 June  2025 Devonport Bluff  

 

3.4.2.  ANZAC Day  

A beautiful day  brought out a large crowd to commemorate ANZAC 

Day.  The ceremony was led by Mr. Grant Munday and featured several 

distinguished speakers, including Ms. Shona Kuipers, President of the RSL 

Sub-branch; Devonport City Council Mayor Alison Jarman; Commodore 

Andrew Willis MVO RAN; Devonport High School student Miles Maibala; 

and Margie Burgess.  Musical tributes were provided by the Right on Cue 

Choir and the Devonport City Brass Band, with Bugler Ella Lynd -Williams 

performing the Last Post.   

 
 ANZAC Day Commemorations 2025  

 

3.4.3. Upcoming Events  

Councilõs events team are currently working on the following upcoming 

events:  

¶ Music By the Waterfront ð 5 July 

¶ Devonport Jazz ð 24 ð 27 July 

¶ Expo of Everything ð 20 September  

¶ Spring Fling ð 12 October  

 

Event details can be found on Councilõs website as they come to hand 

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/whats -on -devonport/  or events 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/devonportevents/   

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/whats-on-devonport/
https://www.facebook.com/devonportevents/
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4. CULTURAL FACILITIES: 

4.1. Devonport Regional Gallery:  

4.1.1. Exhibition Program : 

Exhibition  Date  

Little Gallery Emerging Artist Program: Infinite Realms 

(Part Two) by Emily -Rose Wills  
22 Mar  ð 03 May  

Main Gallery : National Touring Exhibition  52 Ac tions  29 Mar  ð 10 May  

Upper Gallery : Between Buildings as Between Stars  22 Feb ð 10 May  

 

4.1.2. Education program s, activities and participation data:  
Due to the vacancy in the Creative Learning and Public Programs Officer role, no 

programs were delivered in April .  

Event  Participation  Date  

Books + Art  5 15 April  

 

 
Between Buildings as Between Stars  

 

 
52 Actio ns 
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4.2. Bass Strait Maritime Museum : 

4.2.1. Exhibition Program : 

Current Exhibition   Date  

Greetings from Devonport  Opened in December  

 

4.2.2.  Education and public program activities and participation data:  

Event Participation  Date  

Deloraine Aged Care (x2 groups)  15 1 & 8 April  

Reece High School  6 11 April  

Umina Park Nursing Home  12 14 April  

Easter Family Day  40  20 April  

TOTAL 73 
 

 

 
Greetings from Devonport Exhibition  

 

 

BSMM Tribute to Ordinary Seaman Edward òTeddyó Sheean VC  
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4.3. paranaple arts centre , Town Hall Theatre : 

4.3.1. Performance s and production s April  2025: 

 

 

4.4. Visitor number data:  

Facility   Visitors April  

paranaple arts centre  4,757 

Bass Strait Maritime Museum  772 

TOTAL 5,529 

 

4.5. Convention Centre & Market Square : 

Events including attendee numbers and utilisation trends : 

For April  2025, the DCC meeting rooms held 48 events  and  7 in the convention 

centre . Total attendance of 2,157 patrons.   

Event Presenter  Attendance  

Kindergarten ð Language and 

Literacy Workshops  

DECYP Professional Learning 

Institute  
47 

UTAS Graduation  University of Tasmania  300 

The Reframing Addiction Series  Anglicare Tasmania  100 

Word Origins  
DECYP Professional Learning 

Institute  
60 

Devonport Big Sing with Clare 

Bowditch  
Exhale Choir  180 

Devonport Churches Together for 

Easter 
Devonport Chaplaincy  800 

Private Event  - 190 

TOTAL  1,677 

 

Production  Patrons Date  

Parton Me Jolene ð Cradle Coast Theatre  3,352 28 Mar ð 12 April  

Razzamatazz ð International Entertainment  190 28 April  

TOTAL 3,542  
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Exhale Choir ð The Big Sing with Clare Bowditch  

 

 

University of Tasmania Graduation  

31

55

76

48

74 75

61

81

68 68
79

4238

72

86

55

0

20

40

60

80

100

2025 Meeting/Convention Centre 
Bookings

Average 2025

57%
43%

Bookings Community 
v Commercial

Community Commercial



  6.4 Monthly Operational Report - April 2025 

 

Agenda - Council Meeting - 26 May 2025   PAGE 70 

 

5. CORPORATE SERVICES: 

5.1. Human Resources:  

5.1.1. Staff departures , recruitment and  changes to existing e mployee roles  

(advertised positions , staff appointments , hiring of casuals and role 

changes ) this financial year  (noting there have been no employee 

changes  for either the Governance or Economic Development 

Departments ):  

 

 
 

5.2. Communications:  

5.2.1. Website and social media statistics and data:  

Devonport City Council Website    

Devonport City Council website content is refreshed on an on -going basis, 

by updating information and the addition of new public notices, planning 

applications, news stories and events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 10 Website Pages    April  2025 

1. Fortnightly  Rubbish Collection  

2. Advertised Planning Permit Applications  

3. ANZAC Day Commemorations 2025 

4. Forms & Payments  

5. Waste Transfer Station  

6. Whatõs On Devonport 

7. Contact Us  

8. From Sky to Sea  

9. Rubbish , Waste & Recycling  

10. Employment Opportunities  

Note:  Most visitors to the website begin at the home page, but this is not listed in 

the top 10 pages, as it would be a normal starting point for most website visits.   
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Community Consultation  

Consultation, seeking community input  into Support for a Changing Places 

Facility  (27 March to 17 April 2025)  and the Coles Beach to Don River Pathway 

Signage Project (16 April to 15 May) was undertaken during the month of April  

2025. 

Social  Media  

Council currently utilises Facebook, Twitter , and LinkedIn as social media tools 

to engage with the community and local media.  Followers at the end of April  

2025: 

 Facebook  15,737 up by 74 

 LinkedIn  1,614 up by 22  

 X (formerly Twitter)   668 down by 6  

YouTube  242 up by 4  

Devonport City Council's Corporate Facebook page engages the community 

with updates on capital works, events, media releases, emergencies, and 

roadworks. Additional social media accounts, managed by the Councilõs 

Events Team and the paranaple arts and convention centre, provide targeted 

content for key demographics . 
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During April , the Top 10 Facebook posts in terms of audience reach were:  

 

 

 

 

 

DCC Corporate Facebook Page Statistics   April  2025 

Facebook Average Monthly Reach:   

Number of Facebook users who have seen content 

associated with the page during the period . 

75,843 TY 

(111,485 LY) 
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5.3. Finance:  

 

Operational Budget  

The operating result for the financial year to the end of April  2025 is favourable 

with actual revenue being higher than budget by $2M and actual expenses 

being higher  than budget by $324K resulting in an overall favourable variance 

of $1.7M. 

The forecast operating surplus for the financial year is $2.5 which includes share 

of profit of associates (Dulverton) of $1.0M.  
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Capital Expenditure   

Capital project CB0136 Depot Wash Bay replacement will require a budget 

adjustment due to unforeseen  ground issues  requiring replace ment of  the existing 

concrete slab  on which the wash bay  was to be  constructed. A budget adjustment  

in the order of $140,000 will be required to complete  the project. Forecast savings on 

other capital projects will exceed th is amount and therefore additional funding is not 

required. The  works will carry over into the next financial year  and  an adjustment to 

the  project allocation  will be included as part of a report to the September meeting 

whe n carried forward projects are finalised.   
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5.4. Customer Service:  

5.4.1. The following  graph s show the breakdown of customer sentiment to 

Councilõs Customer Service over the phone during  April : 

 
 

5.4.2. The following graphs details the customer feedback received by Council  

by email, phone, in person and chatbot in the calendar year to  April : 
 

NOTE: Customer Sentiment Stats along with other useful Council reports can be found 

on Councilõs website at Your Council Dashboards | Devonport City Council .

https://www.devonport.tas.gov.au/council/your-council/dashboards/


  6.4 Monthly Operational Report - April 2025 

 

Agenda - Council Meeting - 26 May 2025   PAGE 76 

 

5.5. Parking  

5.5.1. Parking income statistics this financial year : 

 
 

NOTE:  

¶ The timing of cash collection  from parking meters  usually results in revenue falling in the next period.  Cash collected 

in one month  will be recognised in the following month . 
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5.5.2. Revenue (Revenue v Budget  ð type breakdown; location breakdown ) 

 

 
 

 

5.5.3. EasyPark Statistics : 
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5.6. Section 132 & 337 Certificates:  

5.6.1. Statistics on completed certificates  Financial YTD: 

 

 
 

 

5.7. Annual Plan Action Update:  

 

5.7.1. Status as of  30 April 2025: 

Action Highlights:  

Á Assess options, resolve preferred direction and undertake concept design for the 

revitalisation of the Rooke Street Mall  

Information session and face -to -face consultation with retail traders undertaken. 

Feedback  sought  from DCCI including options to enhance retailer engagement and 

partnership opportunities. Project workshopped in April and recommendation s 

tabled at April Council Meeting . 



  6.4 Monthly Operational Report - April 2025 

 

Agenda - Council Meeting - 26 May 2025   PAGE 79 

Á Plan and design public infrastructure and open space to facilitate private investment 

in Fenton Way  

Council has progressed the design for reinstatement of two -way traffic flow to Fenton 

Street with construction of the southern portion now complete. $6m  in grant funding 

from the Australian Government to support the delivery of the balance of the 

precinct works was confirmed in January 2025. Progression of the public open space 

design to the north of Harris Scarfe and the Multi -story carpark will commence in 

early 2025  along with further planning for the future development options on the 

former Devonport Library site to be implemented in stages following the completion 

of the Indie School development.  

Á Update long -term asset renewal expenditure forecasts to inform Councilõs Financial 

Management Strategy  

Work is currently underway on the Asset Register Data Review, Condition Assessment, 

Deterioration Modelling and Asset Remaining Useful Life Analysis to determine 

projected asset renewals and capital expenditure forecasts. Once this is complete it 

will provide the necessary projections for inclusion into Councilõs Long-Term Strategic 

Asset Management Plan, which will inform the Financial Management Strategy.  

Á Smart City Inter net of Things (IoT) sensor expansion with focus on stormwater network  

The solution provider has received all sensors and is commencing configuration. They 

are organisation all installations to occur in the month of June.  

Á Develop and adopt a First Nations Engagement Plan  

A Draft Engagement Plan has been prepared by Council Officers which will then 

support engagement with key stakeholder groups to further refine and develop the 

Plan prior to review by Council .  

Á Deliver seasonal ôLiving Wellõ programs and activities that meet the outcomes of the 

Living Well: Health and Wellbeing Strategy  

The June ð August program is currently being developed.  
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6. COMMITTEES, AUTHORITIES & EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS: 

6.1. Minutes:   There are no minutes from meetings held in April  2025 to be provided.  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
This report includes information that relates to community engagement undertaken in 

relation to operational activity.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Any financial or budg etary implications related to matters included in this report will be 

separately reported to Council.  

There is not expected to be any impact on Councilõs operating budget as a result of this 

report.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Any specific risk implications have been outlined in the commentary included as part of 

this report . Any specific risk  that is identified as an issue for Council would result in a 

separate report to Council.  

CONCLUSION 
This report is provided for information purposes only and to a llow Council and the 

community to be updated on matters of interest.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. 20250430 Consolidated Financial Report - Council Report [ 6.4.1 - 10 pages]  
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6.5 AUDIT PANEL 

 
Author:  Chris Delphin, Governance Officer  

Endorser: Matthew Atkins,  Chief Executive Officer  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the unconfirmed minutes of the Audit Panel meeting held 

on  24 March 2025 . 

 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCILõS PLANS & POLICIES 
Councilõs Strategic Plan 2009-2030: 

5.3 Council looks to employ best practice governance, risk and financial 

management.  

SUMMARY 
This is a report of the unc onfirmed minutes of the Audit Panel meeting held on 24 March 

2025. 

BACKGROUND 
The Audit Panel is in place to assist Council in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities by 

providing independent advice and assurance regarding the Councilõs financial 

management, risk management, internal control and compliance framework.  

The Audit Panel comprises two elected members and two independent members. One of 

the independent members is appointed as Chair of the Audit Panel.   

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
All councils must have Audit Panels that operate in accordance with Part 8 of Division 4 of 

the Local Government Act 1993  (the Act ) and the Local Government (Audit Panels) Order 

2014. 

DISCUSSION 
The unconfirmed  minutes  of  the  Devonport  City  Council  Audit  Panel  meeting  held  on  24 

March  2025 are  included  as a  confidential  attachment . Matters  reviewed  and  discussed  

at  the  meeting  include : 

¶ Review of t he General Managerõs Risk Assurance Declaration 

¶ Report of t he month end financial performance reports including any variances to 

budget  

¶ Internal Auditorõs status report on  assurance mapping, risk register process and the 

Internal Audit Plan 2025  

¶ Reviewed the Memorandum of Audit Findings for 2024  

¶ Reviewed the Annual Financial Audit Plan and Strategy 2024 -25 with the Tasmanian 

Audit Office representatives  

¶ Received the report of the Auditor -General Volume 3 ð Local Government and 

discussed key points and observations  

¶ An update from the CEO on major projects and undertakings  

¶ Presentation on the Legislative Compliance Register and noted new policies  

¶ Presentation on the Delegations Register and the policies and procedures in place  

 








